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almost certain that the victory was rather a defeat,
and that he was really compelled to withdraw.
In 846 Shalmaneser once more determined to at-
tack the foe which had done such wonderful work
in opposing the hitherto invincible Assyrian arms.
In this campaign he did not trust merely to his
usual standing army, but levied contingents from
the land of Assyria and with an enormous force,
said by him to number 120,000 men, he set out for
Hainatb. Again he was opposed by Ben-Hadad
II and his allies, and again he " accomplished their
defeat" But, as in the previous campaigns and
for the same reasons, we are compelled to assert
that the Aramaeans had given full proof of their
prowess by resisting the immense Assyrian army.
The next attempt upon the west was made in
842. In this year Shalmaneser found a very
different situation. Ben-Iladad II, who had
ruled with a rod of iron and held the neigh*
boring peoples in terror, was now dead,1 and the
cruel but weak Hazael reigned in Damascus.
Ahab, who was a man of real courage and of great
resources, was dead, as was Joraiu (852-842), his
successor; and Jehu, the usurper, was now king iu
Samaria. He seems to have been a natural coward
and did not dare to fight the terrible Assyrians
The other states which had united in defense un-
der Ben-Hadad II were hopelessly discordant, each
hoping to throw off the quasi*suzerainty of Damas-
cus. The people of Tyre and Sidon had again
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